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WordPress MU 2.8

In today's digital world, it seems that everyone has a web presence—be that a profile on a
socia networking site such as Facebook, a blog hosted by Blogger or WordPress.com, or
their own web site.

General networking and blogging sites are useful for keeping in touch with old friends,
but their search tools are less effective if you are trying to find people with similar
interests to your own or who work in the same industry.

The multi user version of WordPress, called WordPress MU, is an ideal solution to this
problem. WordPress MU, paired with forum soft ware such as bbPress and the
BuddyPress suite of socia networking tools, allows you to start your own blog network
with socia networking features such as friends lists, status updates, and groups. Using
these tools, you could start a social network and blogging site for alocal social group, a
fan club, or your company.

Throughout this book, we will build ablog network called SlayerCafe. This blog network
isaimed at Vampire Sayers and their Watchers, as well as other people who are
interested in joining the fight against demons of the night. The Slayers and Watchers will
be able to share information, swap tips, update each other on their activities, share videos,
and discuss demonic goings-on in the site's forums. The Slayers feel they need such a site
because they found that public socia networking sites such as Facebook weren't suitable
for discussing vampires and werewolves. Their serious conversations were invaded by
fans of Vampire: The Masquerade and Twilight, which made it too difficult to separate
the real vampires from the fictional ones.

This book will explain how to set up WordPress MU and how to seamlessly integrate
WordPress MU with bbPress and BuddyPress. Y ou will aso learn how to promote your
blog network and attract new users, as well as how to keep your site safe, secure, and free
from spam.

Running a successful blog network requires a good web server; however, it does not have
to be expensive to get started. Y ou will learn about the different hosting options available
to you, along with the ways to optimize WordPress MU so that the server load is reduced
as much as possible.

If your site is a business venture, then you will be interested in learning how to make
money by charging for premium memberships, selling site-related merchandise, or by
using advertising. All those options will be discussed.

For More Information:
www.packtpub.com/wordpress-mu-2-8-beginners-guide/book



http://www.packtpub.com/wordpress-mu-2-8-beginners-guide/book

What This Book Covers

Chapter 1—Introducing WordPress MU will introduce WordPress MU, bbPress, and
BuddyPress and explain the hosting requirements of those sites. Y ou will learn about
shared hosting, Virtual Private Servers (known as VPSes), and dedicated servers, and you
will get an overview of the benefits and downsides of each of those hosting options.
Finally, you will learn how to plan the development of your site so that it hasdl of the
features that you want to offer to your prospective users.

Chapter 2—Installing WordPress MU will discuss setting up alocal copy of your site
for testing purposes and installing WordPress MU on your web server in subdomain
configuration so that users can have WordPress.com style "myusername.thebl ogsite.com”
blog addresses.

Chapter 3—Customizing the Appearance of Y our Site will cover ingalling and
customizing themes and how to offer arange of theme choicesto your users. Y ou will
also be introduced to some plug-ins that offer community features so that your blog looks
likeit isapart of a network, rather than a standal one blog.

Chapter 4—L etting Users Manage Their Blogs will cover more about the multi user
aspects of WordPress MU and setting up some features that allow users to manage their
blogs, including allowing them to add and remove plugins and widgets, change their
themes, and even have their own domain name point to their blog.

Chapter 5—Protecting Y our Site will explore some security options that will make life
harder for spammers and hackers, keeping the site clean, safe, and stable for your users.
Y ou will learn how to reduce spam, block known bad visitors, and automate backups, so
that if the worst happens, you can restore a backup of your site quickly and easily.

Chapter 6—Increasing Traffic to Y our Blog Network discusses some simple promotion
techniques that will make it easy for you and your site's usersto bring in visitors to their
blogs. Y ou will learn how to offer RSS feeds that interested visitors can subscribe to, and
how to "converse" with other bloggers viatrackbacks. Y ou will aso learn how to use
pingsto tell blog directories that your blog has been updated and how to promote your
blog on Twitter.

Chapter 7—Sticky Features for your Blog Network tells what is meant by a "sticky" site
and how to make your visitors feel like they are part of the community, encouraging them
to return to the site and promote your site to their friends.

For More Information:
www.packtpub.com/wordpress-mu-2-8-beginners-guide/book



http://www.packtpub.com/wordpress-mu-2-8-beginners-guide/book

Chapter 8—Adding Forums with bbPress introduces the bbPress forum soft ware.

You will learn how toinstall it and how to integrate it seamlesdy with WordPress MU.
Not only will the two parts of the site look like they fi t together, but they will behave
like they are part of the same site, too. Y our users will need to register for an account
once and, when they log in to the site, they will have access to both the blog network
and the forums.

Chapter 9—Socia Networking with BuddyPress will help us add some social features to
our site. BuddyPress offers several features, including friends lists, groups, and The Wire
(afeature similar to Facebook's Wall). Along with setting up and optimizing BuddyPress,
you will learn how to allow your usersto log in to your site with Facebook Connect and
how to integrate BuddyPress with Twitter—the popular "microblogging” service.

Chapter 10—Moneti zing Y our Site will show how to monetize your site. We will
explore severa different options, including advertising, revenue sharing, donations, and
subscriptions. Which model (or models) you choose will depend on the kind of
community you are running. Y ou will learn about several different revenue models so
that you can find the one that suits your site best.

Chapter 11—Site Optimization will explain some ways to reduce the load generated by
your visitors, enabling your existing server to handle a greater amount of traffic. Y ou will
also learn about some cheaper ways to increase your server's capacity.

Chapter 12—Troubleshooting and Maintaining your Site will give an overview of how to
maintain your site and how to troubleshoot common issues with upgrades and plugins.

Y ou will see some common error messages and learn what they are likely to mean and
how to fi x them.
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Sticky Features for your
Blog Network

One trap that many web site owners fall into is spending lots of time pulling in
traffic but not offering anything to encourage visitors to return. This leads to a
rather self-defeating cycle where the site owner is forced to constantly promote
their site to keep bringing in the same number of visitors, eating up valuable
time that could be spent improving the site in other ways.

Fortunately, a little time invested during the early days of building a site can
pay off very well in terms of encouraging repeat visitors.

In this chapter we will:

Learn what is meant by making a site "sticky"

Look at ways to build conversations with visitors through comments and
contact forms

¢ Make our visitors feel like they are part of a community with gravatars, polls, and
welcome messages

¢ Find out how to encourage visitors to subscribe to the site, and keep them
coming back

So let's get started...
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Sticky Features for your Blog Network

If you have ever ran a blog or web site before, you may have noticed that it's fairly easy to
get a spike in traffic by submitting a good story to a few social bookmarking sites or by being
lucky enough to get a link to one of your posts from a much larger site.

The problem is that after a day or so, when the submissions fall off the front page, it's likely
your traffic will die down to its usual levels again. Some site owners fall into the trap of
chasing after the next traffic spike, using "linkbait" articles with intentionally controversial
titles and content, when they should really be focusing on quality content, improving the
site, and working towards sustained growth.

Many bloggers submit their site to StumbleUpon . com. StumbleUpon is a web service where
users can enter their interests, and be sent to a random site that will match those interests.
Those users can then either give a "thumbs up" to the site they are sent to indicating that they
like the site or a "thumbs down" if they don't like it. Those votes are used to improve future
suggestions and increase the chances of the next site that they "Stumble Upon" being one
that they are interested in.

Other popular sites for increasing traffic include Technorati (a site that measures the
"authority" of a blog based on how many other bloggers are linking to it), and the
news/story-related sites Reddit (a general interest site with everything from politics
to gadgets-related news), and Digg (a site with a focus on tech and gaming news).

A sticky blog is one that doesn't just attract new visitors, it keeps them. Instead of having
a visitor click through from a link on Technorati or visit by using the Stumble! feature of
StumbleUpon, skim the page they land on and then leave, a sticky blog would make that
visitor stay around a little longer.

Ideally, visitors would read the article they were interested in and then find themselves
intrigued enough to read more articles. They may comment on some articles and then keep
returning to read answers to their comments. Or, they may decide to subscribe to the blog so
that they can read future posts.

A sticky site encourages readers to become engaged with the community, resulting in
long-term increases in traffic. When new readers arrive at the site for the first time, they get
involved themselves and keep coming back. They may also tell their friends or link to the site
from their own sites, giving you free promotion.

Letting readers and authors communicate

Interesting content is vital, but one of the best ways to get people coming back to your
blog network is to give them a chance to interact with the site's authors and with each
other. This not only makes the readers feel valued, it also opens up a dialogue that
encourages repeat visitors.

11321
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Chapter 7

Providing visitors with a way to contact you privately is useful for several reasons. The visitor
may want to discuss advertising opportunities, submit some news you may be interested in,
or ask for help with a problem they have accessing part of the site.

You could post your email address on the site, but this makes you vulnerable to spam
attacks. A contact form is a safer way to allow your visitors to contact you.

Time for action - setting up contact forms

Let's set up a contact form:

1. Download Contact Form 7 from

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/contact-form-7/.

2. Toinstall, upload the contents of the archive file to /wp-content/plugins.

3. Activate the plugin and go to the settings page (Tools | Contact Form 7). You can
also access the page by clicking Settings under the plugin name, which appears

on the Manage Plugins page.

[ The Slayer Cafe » Contact... ¢ \ [ ] The Slayer Cafe : Blog Are... %

Blogs
Contact form 1

Users

Themes

Appearance

[1331

€« C || ¥ http://skayercafe.com/wp-admin/tools.php?page=contact-form-7/wp-contact-form-7.php > O~ F-

Copy this code and paste it into your post, page or text widget content.

Optiens [contact-form 1 "Contact form 1]

Upgrade
Default User Role
Save
Category Defaults
Flugin Commander
Form
s# Posts <p=Your Name (required)<br /= Generate Tag ™
P q

Edit [text® your-name] </p= O e i

. File upload s
Add New v Email (i ired)<br / | i

<p=Your Email (required)<br /> .
R d field?
Tags [email*® your-email] </p> m e
Categories
Name
[ [text your-subject] </p=
=1 File size limit (bytes) Acceptable file types

@ Links <p>Your Message<br /= {optional) {optional)
] e [textarea your-message] </p>
LE‘J Comments <p>[subm\t "Send"]qub id (optional) class (optional)

” 3 Copy this code and paste it into the form left.
£ Plugins W (File file-160]

&, Users

-

Copy | Delete

For More Information:

www.packtpub.com/wordpress-mu-2-8-beginners-guide/book



http://www.packtpub.com/wordpress-mu-2-8-beginners-guide/book

Sticky Features for your Blog Network

4. You can add new fields using the Generate Tag drop-down menu.

5. Further down the admin page you will see options to set error messages (such as
the message users will see if they miss out a required field, or if they try to upload
a file that is too big).

6. Once you have created the form, make a note of the tag at the top of the screen
(in our case this was [contact-form 1 "Contact form 1"] ).

7. Create a new page (Pages | Add New) called Contact Us, add a short message to the

page, and then paste the contact form tag into the page.

8. Depending on the theme you are using, you may need to add the Pages widget to
your sidebar so that visitors can find the new page.

9. Your page should look something like this:

[ ) The Slayer Cafe > Contact ... % [ [) The Slayer Cafe : ContactUs

&« C' | Y% http://slayercafe.com/contact-us/

> O~ &~

Pages

About
Contact Us

Subscribe to Slayercafe

1 readers

EV FEECEURNER
O Subseribe £ #
Archives

April 2009
March 2009
February 2009

Tags

Dictates Ethical Issues Ethics Exact
Justice Feet Fists Good Reason Guns

Apocalypse Criminals Demon Demons

THE SLAYER CAFE

UNITING SLAYERS IN THE FIGHT AGAINST VAMPIRES

Slayers - take advantage of our special offer
on wooden stakes. Thanks for visiting!

Contact Us
If you would like to contact the owner of SlayerCafe - either for information
about Vampire Slaying related issues, or to propose a partnership, please

use the below contact form:

Your Name (required)

Query Type (required)

News Submission ¥

Your Email (required)

Subject

Job Meeting Place Meles
Modern Weapons Noses Patrol Duties

wisk setting rire S AY BT
Slayers stake stress

Supernatural Vampires Wiccan
Friends

“four Message

(1341

Site Stats

SlayerCafe.com currently has 18
blogs and 8 users.

Recent User Posts

Tue Apr 14th, 2003 by athena | no
comments
@Fighting Vampirism Around The
world | Slayers do take holidays
»»MORE

Tue Apr 14th, 2009 by athena | no
comments
@Global Posts | Slayers do take
holidays
w»MORE

Tue Apr 14th, 2009 by angelus | no
comments
@The Crusader | Vampire Rain
»»MORE

Recent Comments

SnOwCro\/\/ | 03/01/2009 |

Fighting Vampirism Arcund The

WorldOh my, I'm flattered. You really

need to hit the books though, kid. It's

nice to know that people notice when =]

www.packtpub.com/wordpress-mu-2-8-beginners-guide/book
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Chapter 7

What just happened?

Contact Form 7 is a powerful contact form tool that supports CAPTCHAs (via the Really
Simple CAPTCHA plugin), file uploads, drop-down menus, and more.

You can define multiple contact forms and have each one submit to a different email
address. This could be useful if you wish to have different people contacted for, say,
advertising queries, news submissions, and tech support.

You can also have a contact form submit to multiple email addresses. So, as well as having
the relevant person receive a copy of each message, the site administrator could ensure they
receive a copy of all messages too.

You can set a prefix for each message, in addition to the subject line the visitor sets. For
example, if you set the prefix to [Slayer-Form1], all emails from that contact form will have
a subject line that begins with that text. You can use this to set up filters in your email
application, making it easy to prioritize emails from different contact forms.

The basic WordPress MU comment feature allows readers to post their thoughts about a
blog post, but it is not very good for encouraging discussion. One useful service for bloggers
is IntenseDebate. This service allows for threaded discussion in comments, subscription

to comments by RSS and email, and the ability to tie blog commenting in with other social
networking sites and follow comments made by other blog readers.

Time for action - IntenseDehate Comments

1. Download the IntenseDebate Comments plugin from
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/intensedebate/.

2. You will need to sign up for an account at http://intensedebate.com/.
3. Activate the plugin.

4. Go to Settings | IntenseDebate. You will be presented with a login screen. Enter the
account details for the account you created in step 2.

5. Once you have logged in, click Start Importing Comments.

6. The import process can take a very long time, even if you don't have many
comments to import.

(1351
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Sticky Features for your Blog Network

7. Once the import process is complete, you can tweak the settings to suit your
blog—although | found the default ones were a good starting point.

[ The Slayer Cafe > IntenseD... » '\ (= |IntenseDebate -Blog Setti.. % '\ [ ] The Slayer Cafe : Blog Arc... %
€ C || ¢ hitp://slayercafe.com/wp-admin/options-general.php?page=id_settings » O~ F-
Blogs ;I
Logi Import Tweak ' S
users oIS Installing intensedebate™
Themes o -’
Options

Upgrade Success! IntenseDebate is now fully activated on your blog. » View blog

v

Category Defaults Here are a few other customization options you might want to check out:

Default User Role

Plugin Commander

=) Edit vour blog settings on IntenseDebate.com
=¥ Customize the comment layout

& Posts
Edit -) Grab some comment widgets for vour blog.
i
Add New Close this box
Tags
Categories
Flugins
e Comment Links (i (¥ IntenseDebate Enhanced Comment Links (Customize Them)
- ¢ Wordpress Standard Comment Links
& Links
. Moderation Page (i % IntenseDebate Enhanced Moderation
€ Wordpress Standard Moderation
() Comments
Comment System (i ¥ IntenseDebate Enhanced Comments
_ ¢ wordpress Standard Comments
Appearance
K? Plugins Sync WP Comments (i (¥ Sync that data back to IntenseDebate!
7 Let's just sync one-way instead.
8, Users
TI!I Tools Sync WP Post Data @ {* Sync that data back to IntenseDebate!
€ Let's just sync one-way instead. LI

8. The IntenseDebate Comments plugin has its own Comments caption, so you
may want to remove the Comments header from the index . php file in your
theme folder.

[1361
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9. The new comment box should look something like this:

[} The Slayer Cafe »Widgets ... %/ [] The Slayer Cafe : Blog Arc... | ¢ IntenseDebate - Comment... *

€« C' || ¥¢  htip://slayercafe.com/2009/04/14/meeting-response/ » O~ F-

Justice Feet Fists Good Reason Guns »»MORE
Job Meeting Place Melee Weapons

Modern Weapons Noses Patrol Duties BOOkmaIk ThlS
wisk seing rire DAY EF SEEVEOBGE YEOY

Recent Comments

SnowCro\/\/ | 03/01/2009 |

Slayers Stake Stress Fighting Vampirism Around The
- .
Supernatural Vampires Wiccan COIT'I ments (1 ) 2l nweuar“jdghhﬂ“t{ﬁel Lnngsgfggﬁ.g:uﬁiéealltll\;
 kid.
Friends This blog post All blog posts nice to know that people notice when
Meta Sort by: Date Rating Last you arrive in town, but really - you
Subscribe to this blog post's don't know who you're dealing with?
Site Admin . Logged in as etali comments through... tm hurt! more
L t angelus | 03/01/2009 | Defeating the
g oul » Admin options = Wampiric Scourgelt is nice to see you
Entries RSS & netvibes & Pageflakes on here. I think you could teach a few
Comments RSS [ Srewsgotor ] [T Google ) ;f_ tt':vaalvms:ogr:lavers an here a thing
WordPress.org l etali - 16 minutes ago

Just to point out, guys - the 5]
everyone who turned up last
dates on posts!

POST REFLY | ¥ 1 reply - active Subscribe via email

suasc.%sle Use etali's email
Post a new comm

-

4
Posting as etali (Logout)

[ Motify me of follow-up comments via email SUBMIT COMMENT

javascript:IDCSubscribeByEmail (0);
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Sticky Features for your Blog Network

10. You can moderate comments using the already familiar WordPress MU interface or
the dashboard on the IntenseDebate site.

[ ] The Slayer Cafe sTools —... % \ [ 7] The Slayer Cafe :Blog Arc... %/ & IntenseDebate - Comment ... *

€ C' | ¥ http:/fintensedebate.com/moderate/116817/comments > O~ F-

Overview Moderate Comments (1) Comment History Settings Blog Tools Layout Plugins

Moderate comments

Are we missing something?

Got a feature request? Please

Comments Awaiting Moderation: & contact us and let us know what
feature(s) you'd like to see.

All (1 Comments (1) Trackbacks (0) Spam folder (0

e ESLENESE Select the items you want to moderate below.

Mark all as: Approved Disapproved Spam Clear All

A SnowCr0|/)/ http://slayercafe.com » Meeting response

Perhaps you should think about putting dates in your posts rather than blaming other people?
21 minutes ago
© ppprove © Delete © Spam

Al EShE o Select the items you want to moderate above.

Mark all as: Approved Disapproved Spam Clear All

javasaript: ${frmModerate”).submit();

What just happened?

IntenseDebate is a commenting system that sits on top of WordPress and WordPress MU. It
is ideal for all blogs, whether they are part of a blog network, or a standalone blog. It does
not replace the existing WordPress comment system; it only complements it. This means
you can use IntenseDebate in conjunction with other plugins that rely on the WordPress MU
comment system.

Readers can comment on your blog using the IntenseDebate comment system. If they
have JavaScript turned off, they will be presented with the normal WordPress comment
system instead.

[138]
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Chapter 7

IntenseDebate has lots of useful features that will make your users feel a greater sense of
engagement with your site's authors. Those features are described below:

¢ Threaded discussions:

IntenseDebate supports threaded comments. This makes it easy for readers to
follow the discussions going on in the comments section. Readers can reply to the
blog post itself, or reply to a specific comment, and IntenseDebate will break related
comments into threads so that the discussion is easy to keep track of.

¢ Track comments or comment anonymously:

Readers can comment anonymously, or, if they have an IntenseDebate profile they
can log in to it and comment using it. Any comments made will be stored in the
WordPress comments database and also be sent to IntenseDebate.

¢ Subscribe to comments:

Readers can subscribe to comments on a particular post by email or through their
favorite RSS reader. If they have an IntenseDebate account, they also have the
option to send a Twitter message or "Tweet" to alert their friends that they have
commented on a particular post.

¢ Reputation and voting:

Another useful feature is the reputation system. Visitors can vote on comments, and
comments that get a lot of negative votes will be hidden from view unless a user
requests to see them. This is a handy form of "self moderation" for the community.
The reputation system applies to only logged in users and gives each user an overall
rating based on the quality of their comments on sites all over the Internet.

(1391
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One important thing to remember is that even if you set IntenseDebate to automatically
activate for your users, it won't do anything unless they set it up. Your users will still have
the original WordPress MU comment system. They will be alerted to the fact that the plugin
is not working for them by a message that will appear at the top of every page in their
admin panel.

[ The Slayer Cafe = IntenseD... * | (= IntenseDebate - Wordpres... */ [ In Guns We Trust > Add Ne...

€« C' | ¥¢ http://tineladia.slayercafe.com/wp-admin/post-new.php » G- F-

In Guns We Trust — visitsite New Post admin | Turbo | Log Out

Screen Options Help

Hi admin! You're logged in as a site administrator.

{g? Dashboard
-~
54 Add New Post
Site Admin
Admin The IntenseDebate plugin is enabled but you need to adjust your settings.
Elogs
Users Stop N ing Mel Publish
op Nagding el

fhemes Permalink: Save Draft Dt
Options http://tineladia-rl=:ercafe.com/2008/04/25/stop-
tparad s il = Status: Draft Edit

o Add media: Tml Ll #* visual | HTML atus: Draft £t

Visibility: Public Edit

==
B | Z |48 [:= 3= | ¢ 11 | [2] Publish immediately Edit

Edit

Add New m
Tags

Categories Ters
Media

Add new tag Add
(éﬁ) Links Separate tags with commas
[ Pages Path: p Choose from the most popular tags
) Comments Word count: 0 Draft Saved at 12:55:11 pm.
Categories
Appearance Excerpt All Categories  Most Used

% Dl

Have a go hero - tweaking IntenseDehate

IntenseDebate has so many features that there is not enough room to cover them all here.

M Tooccodina Acocabacaoc

Take a look at the Extras (http://intensedebate.com/extras) page for some widgets
that you may want to add to your blog.

(1101
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Also, check the Settings page for your blog in IntenseDebate. You can edit the moderation
settings on that page. The default settings include a list of spam words that will cause
comments to be flagged for moderation. Comments will also be flagged for moderation if
they contain more than two URLs.

You can tweak the commenting system's settings to filter by IP address, email address, key
words, and profanity. You can also alter how the comments are displayed, the text displayed
when people report comments, the layout, and the location of the blog's RSS feed. You may
want to change that to use the FeedBurner version of the RSS feed.

Community features—gyravatars

Gravatars are Globally Recognized Avatars. They allow people to carry the same avatar from
site to site without having to register at each site and take the time to upload an image.

Gravatars are supported by IntenseDebate by default. If a user has a gravatar and gives the
email address that the gravatar is tied to when they make a comments, then the gravatar will
be displayed beside that comment.

Since version 2.5, WordPress MU has had gravatar support built in. Let's add gravatars to our
post pages.

Time for action — gravatars in WordPress MU

1. Open your theme's index.php file. In our case we are editing the Blue
Zinfandel theme.

2. Find the section that begins with <div class="contentdate"s.

3. Remove all markup up to the closing </divs> tag and insert the following code:

<?php

$email = Sauthordata-s>user email;

Shash = md5 ($Semail) ;

Suri = 'http://www.gravatar.com/avatar/' . Shash . '?d=identiconé&r

=any&size=80";
Sheaders = wp get http headers(suri);

if (!is_array(S$headers))
echo "<h3>";
echo the time('M');
echo "</h3><h4>";
echo the time('j"');
echo "</h4>";

(a1l
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(isset (Sheaders["content-disposition"]) )

get avatar( $authordata->user email, $size = '50') ;
"<h3>";

the time ('M'");

"</h3><h4>";

the time('j"');

"</h4s>";

elseif
echo

else
echo
echo
echo
echo
echo

endif;

?>

4. Save and upload the file.

5. If you wish to use gravatars on user blogs, you will also need to edit the user's
version of the theme file.

6. Now, if a post author has a gravatar, it will be displayed in the title section of their
posts. If not, the default Date of Post box will appear instead.
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THE SLAYER CAFE

UNITING SLAYERS IN THE FIGHT AGAINST VAMPIRES

Slayers - take advantage of our special offer on wooden stakes.
Thanks for visiting!

Meeting response
April 14, 2009 | Tagged Apocalypse, Patrol Duties, Slayer,

Slayers, Stress

I have had several people contacting me to ask about slayer meeting this

week. So, to save anyone else who sees the post some time, let me stress:

The meeting is slayers only. I cannot disclose the location. I cannot tell you
what the meeting is about. If you are a slayer, you already know enough to
find your way to the meeting. If you are a friend of a slayer the best thing

you can do is help with the patrol duties today to allow them to attend.

This is not just any apocalypse. It could even be good news. See you on

Thursday.

Bookmark This
CEEVAIREFrYEOS

Comments (2) A
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Site Stats

SlayerCafe.com currently has 18
blogs and 8 users.

Recent User Posts

Tue Apr 14th, 2003 by athena | no
comments
@Fighting Vampirism Around The
World | Slayers do take holidays
*»MORE

Tue Apr 14th, 2003 by athena | na
comments
@Global Posts | Slayers do take
holidays
»sMORE

Tue Apr 14th, 2009 by angelus | no
comments
@The Crusader | Vampire Rain
»»MORE

Recent Comments

SnowcCro\/\/ | 03/01/2008 |
Fighting Vampirism Around The
worldOh my, I'm flattered. You really
need ta hit the books though, kid. It's
nice to know that people notice when
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What just happened?

We have used the built-in WordPress MU gravatars function to display a member's gravatar
in the title section of any posts they make.

As the default No Gravatar Set image is rather boring, our code checks to see if the author in
question has a gravatar. If the author does not, or if the Gravatars web site is not accessible
for any reason, then we display the normal post date icon instead.

Gravatars provide a way for people to carry their identity from site to site. Showing a
recognizable face for your site's authors builds recognition among readers and helps
readers and blog authors to build a relationship with each other.

You might be wondering why the output in the previous code is broken into several echo
statements. | have chosen that method purely because | find it more readable. You could
save yourself some typing if you built an echo statement similar to this one:

echo "<h3>". the time('M')."</h3>"

Have a go hero - gravatars and themes

The code used to edit the SlayerCafe blog theme was very simplistic. The theme you are
using for your site may be structured differently.

In the theme for the SlayerCafe, the calendar icon that shows the date of the latest post is
coded into the CSS file. The change | have made to the index . php file does not prevent the
calendar icon from being loaded. The gravatar image simply loads over the top of it.

Try reworking the theme file to correct this. One way to do so would be to create a copy of
the contentdate class in the styles.css file, which does not load the calendar image.
Call the new class contentgravatar and then create different <div> tags to be displayed
depending on whether you wish to show the calendar or the gravatar.

If you offer file downloads, restricting some of them to only members is a good way to
encourage people to sign up. It is a good idea to offer some file downloads to visitors

who are just passing through so that you can build up their trust, as some people are
uncomfortable giving out their email address to an unknown web site. Also, some people do
not want to take the time to register to download a file, especially if they don't know if it is
going to be a worthwhile download.

A good compromise is to offer some files to everyone and other files for members only, or to
offer some content on your blog and then a download in a more convenient form.
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As an example, some of the Watchers on SlayerCafe could run tutorials about demon
identification and slaying techniques. They may offer text and image versions as blog posts,
with an MP3 version of the lesson that registered Slayers could download to listen to while
they are on patrol. This is likely to have a high conversion rate in terms of registrations; the
visiting Slayers will hopefully be impressed by the quality of the information in the tutorials
and want to download the audio version.

One useful plugin that restricts downloads to registered users only is the User Only
Downloads plugin available at http://wpmudev.org/project/user-only-downloads.
This plugin is very easy to use. For some reason the author uploaded the plugin to WPMU
Dev as a text file, so you will need to rename it to a . php file before you can use it. Just
upload the renamed file to your mu-plugins folder and tell your users that they can restrict
file downloads to members only by using the following tag in their posts:

[user download URL]

Logged in users will see a download link, while everyone else will see a bold message telling
them that they need to be logged in to download files.

Blog networks can be confusing when you first visit them. Why not ease the confusion a
little by showing first-time visitors a special welcome message at the top of the page, which
explains what the site is about and invites them to get involved in some way?

Time for action - creating a welcome message

1. Download the What Would Seth Godin Do plugin from
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/what-would-seth-godin-do/.

2. Copythe what would seth godin_ do.php file to your /wp-content /plugins
folder.

3. Activate the plugin in your admin panel.
4. Turn on auto-activation using Plugin Commander.

5. Go to Settings | WWSGD and add a welcome message for new members.

[114]
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6. Leave the Repetition setting at the default (first 5 visits).

7. If you have something you would like to alert regular visitors of, you can use the
Message to Return Visitors box.

8. |recommend testing the plugin with the Location of Message set to Before Post. If
you don't like the location of the message, change the setting to use the template
tag instead.

Google [= [@ [ X

[7) The Slayer Cafe : Blog Arc... % Wz

[ The Slayer Cafe s What W... >

€ C || ¥ http://slayercafe.com/wp-admin/options-general.php?page=what_would_seth_godin_do.php » O F-

The Slayer Cafe — visitsite admin | Turbo | Log Out

Hi admin! You're logged in as a site administrator. Help
{8} Dashboard

What Would Seth Godin Do

Site Admin

Admin "One opportunity that's underused is the idea of using cookies to treat returning visitors differently than newbies....” - Seth Godin
Auqust 17, 2006

Blogs

Users Message to New Visitors:

Themes

Options <p style="border:thin dotted black; padding:3mm;"><font color="green">Welcome :I

Uparade to the SlayerCafe Network! If you're new here, why not <a =
href="http://slayercafe.com/wp-signup.php">register your own blog</a=? Or stay

Default User Role 4

Category Defaults Repetition

Plugin Commander

;? Pu{h

Show the above message the first |5 times the user visits your blog. Then display the message below.

Message to Return Visitors:

Edit
Add New <p style="border:thin dotted black; padding:3mm;">Slayers - take advantage of uuril
Tags special members only discount offer on <a =l
Categories href="http://www.slayercafe.com/stakeit">wooden stakes</a>. Thanks for 4
Plugins
e Location of Message
(éi’ Links ) Before Post O After Post @& Only where 1 use the <2php wwsgd_the_message(); ?» template tag
iE] o & On Posts and Pages ' On Posts Only

CJ Comments Save Settings
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New visitors to your site should see a welcome message like this one:

> O- &~

Googe [ = [T % |

Subscribe to Slayercafe

0 readers

EV FEEDEURNER

@ Subscribe £ #

THE SLAYER CAFE

UNITING SLAYERS IN THE FIGHT AGAINST VAMPIRES

‘Welcome to the SlayerCafe Network! If you're new here, why not
register your own blog? Or stay up to date by subscribing to our
RSS feed. Thanks for visiting!

Site Stats

SlayerCafe.com currently has 18
blogs and 8 users.

Archives Meetiﬂg response Recent User Posts
April 2009 April 14, 2009 | Tagged Apocalypse, Patral Duties, Slayer,
March 2009 Slayers, Stress Tue Apr 14th, 2009 by athena | no

February 2009

Tags

Apocalypse Criminals Demen Demons
Dictates Ethical Issues Ethics Exact
Justice Feet Fists Good Reason Guns
Job Meeting Place Melee Weapons
Modern Weapons Noses Patrol Duties

sk sesting rre S | @Y €I
Slayers stake strass

I have had several people contacting me to ask about slayer meeting this

week. S0, to save anyone else who sees the post some time, let me stress:

The meeting is slayers only. I cannot disclose the location. I cannot tell you
what the meeting is about. If you are a slayer, you already know enough to
find your way to the meeting. If you are a friend of a slayer the best thing

you can do is help with the patrol duties today to allow them to sttend.

This is not just any apocalypse. It could even be good news. See you on

comments
@Fighting Vampirism Around The
World | Slayers do take holidays
»»MORE

Tue Apr 14th, 2009 by athena | no
comments
@Global Posts | Slayers do take
holidays
*»MORE

Tue Apr 14th, 2009 by angelus | no
comments
@The Crusader | Vampire Rain

Supernatural Vampires Wicean Thursday. R
Friznds
Meta Bookmark This Recent Comments
i - 3 N SnOwCr0\/\/ | 03/01/2009 |
Site Admin CHEVAY@SFrAEHOS Fighting Vampirism Around The
Log out Worldoh my, I'm flattered. You really
. Comments need to hit the books though, kid. It's

Comments RSS
WordPress.org

What just happened?

The What Would Seth Godin Do plugin uses cookies to distinguish between first-time visitors
and regular visitors. You can use this knowledge to offer visitors a different experience
depending on how many times they have visited the site.

nice to know that people notice when
you arrive in town, but really - you
don't know who you're dealing with?

=]

If a visitor comes to your site via a link on someone else's blog, they may not realize that
they are visiting a blog network and may not understand what the site is about. A simple
message letting them know the subject of the site and inviting them to create their own
blog or subscribe to the site's feed should help to point them in the right direction.

You may not want to show a message to returning visitors all the time, but if you have a
promotion or special offer that you'd like to display prominently, then using the What
Would Seth Godin Do plugin is a convenient way to do so.
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The default Before Post setting did not work well for SlayerCafe, so | edited the index.php
and home . php template files to get the welcome message to appear in the right place. For
the theme | was using, the code <?php wwsgd_the message () ; ?> should be placed
below the line that says <div id="contentmiddle"s.

If you decide to use template tags to display the welcome message, don't forget to add the
tags to all of the themes that you will be allowing your users to select.

Welcome message not showing up?

If you can't see the welcome message, you may need to clear your cookies, or
N at least delete the cookies for the blog network. Most browsers make it easy
=~ for you to find the cookies that belong to a particular site. For example, in
@ Firefox just go to Tools | Options, click on the Privacy tab, and then click Show
Cookies..... Use the search box to find the cookie you want to delete, select it,
and click Remove Cookie.

See the following screenshots for a clearer idea of what you're looking for.

=
SS el
Main  Tabs  Content Applications Seaurity  Advanced
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The Cookies screen allows you to see a list of all the cookies Firefox has stored, and you can
find the cookies related to your site by using the search box.

¥ Cookies =[O x]
Search: Is\ayer Clear

The following cookies match your search:

Site | Cookie Name I

| ] pingoat.com pingoat_pir

ings
VWS isits
|| slayercafe.com wp-settings-1
|| slayercafe.com wp-settings-time-1

|_| slayercafe.com wwsgd_visits

|_| slayercafe.com wordpress_test_cookie
|| tags.slayercafe.com wp-settings-time-1

|_| tineladia.slayercafe.com wp-settings-time-3

slayercafe.com Vi

Name: wwsgd _visits
Content: 18
Host: slayercafe.com
Path: |
Send For: Any type of connection
Expires: 24 April 2010 15:34:40

Remove Cookie Remave All Cookies Close

If visitors arrive on your blog network via a search engine, it's likely that they are looking for
some information about a specific topic.

Why not take advantage of that by showing search engine-referred visitors a list of posts
related to the keywords they searched for?

One way to achieve this is to use the Search Engine Related Posts plugin available at
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/search-engine-related-posts/. Just
install the plugin as normal and then add the markup <div style="display:none"
id="search content"></div> to your theme files at the point where you want the

list to appear. For most people, this would be after the post display section of their
index.php file.

The plugin will check the referrer details of your visitors and only show a list of related posts
to the people who have been referred by a search engine. This increases the chance of those
visitors staying around to read more articles, finding what they need, and becoming a regular
reader of your site.

Regular visitors are probably reading your blog to stay up to date with the latest news and
don't need to see a list of links to older posts, as it is likely that they have already seen them.
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Other ways to engage the community

The above are just a few ways you can engage your visitors. There are many others that you
may want to look into. Here are a few for inspiration:

Allowing your members to create polls is a useful way to get feedback from your members
and to add a little interactivity to the site. If your site's authors pick the right questions, the
information gathered from the polls can be useful, too.

A good polls pluginis: http://wpmudev.org/project/powpoll-for-wpmu-27.

This is one of the easier plugins to get working with WordPress MU. Many of the standard
WordPress poll plugins require several steps to activate them on each member's blog, but
PoWPoll can be set to automatically activate on new blogs.

The plugin supports voting restrictions, such as one vote per IP address, and restricts vote
casting to logged-in visitors.

Making it easy for your visitors to find the content they are looking for is an important
part of making a sticky site. With a niche blogging network, it is likely that someone who is
interested in the posts of one member will also be interested in the posts of others. They
may want to search for posts on a specific topic contained anywhere within the network.

There are a number of ways you could implement a sitewide search feature. There are

some plugins, such as One Search (http://jason.ungos.com/projects/one-search-
wpmu-plugin/), that tie in to WordPress MU to allow sitewide searching, or you could use
Google's Site Search.

One Search requires that the user who is accessing the WordPress MU database has the
rights to create VIEWS. At the time of writing, the code available on the plugin author's web
site will also need to be tweaked to work with WordPress MU versions 2.7.1 and above.

It is possible to integrate Google Custom Search Engine so that the results page fits with
your template. You can learn more at http://www.google.com/coop/cse/ .
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1. What do people mean by "sticky"?

a) A web site that is difficult to navigate, so it takes you ages to find things
you need.

b) A web site that engages readers, making them want to return.

c) A web site that takes a long time to download, so it makes the
browser "stick".

2. What are gravatars?
a) Graphical Avatars.
b) Graphic, Realistic Avatars.
C) Globally Recognized Avatars.
Answers: (1) b, (2) c.

sSummary

This chapter covered ways to make your site sticky so that when you attract new visitors,
they stay around and become part of the community.

We learned about using contact forms to make it easy for our visitors to contact us, and
adding a more personal feel to blog posts through the use of gravatars. We also learned
about comments and how to make the discussion that takes place in the comments sections
of our blogs easier to follow through rating, threaded discussions, and subscription options.

We discussed the value of related posts links to help our visitors find posts that may interest
them, and we talked about using polls and searches to draw users in to the site encouraging
them to explore everything the site has to offer and making them feel like a part of

the community.

We also discussed some other ways to improve the experience for both new and regular
visitors, including displaying different messages to new visitors to help them "find their feet"
on the site.

So far, we've looked at ways to encourage readers to engage with the authors who own blogs
on our site. This is a good way to build regular readers. Many people enjoy joining in with
discussions on the Internet, but do not want to run their own blog—perhaps because they
don't have the time to commit to writing on a regular basis. Such people may still want to
discuss issues relating to our site's niche in more depth, however, and so our next chapter
will look at adding forums to our network. That way, bigger discussions can take place in

one central location instead of being spread out across various blog comment sections.
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Where to buy this book

Y ou can buy WordPress MU 2.8 from the Packt Publishing website:
htt p: // www. packt pub. conf wor dpr ess- mu- 2- 8- begi nner s-
gui de/ book

Free shipping to the US, UK, Europe and selected Asian countries. For more information, please
read our shipping palicy.

Alternatively, you can buy the book from Amazon, BN.com, Computer Manuals and
most internet book retailers.
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